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recommended legislation embodying the main principles on which
the assessment of these lauds is based. Since the introduction of
the Reforms, the demand for such legislation has become more
and more insistent.
A draft Hill was prepared by the Board of Revenue in 1921
and was examined by a mixed committee of officials and non-
officials. In 1924, this Bill was introduced in the Legislative
Council with a clause, then for the fii'st time inserted, restricting
the percentage of enhancement at any revision on the sole ground
of rise in prices to 18'} per cent, the Bill was rejected by the
Council at the first reading.
In 1923, the Madras (iovpiumeut prepared a fresh Bill which
contained provisions giving the Legislative Council the power to
fix by means of a Taxation Bill the money rates of assessment
which might be introduced at initial settlements and at re-
settlements. When the Bill was submitted to the Grovernment of
India for approval, they expressed their inability to accept the
proposals on the ground that they involved a fundamental
departure from the practice which had obtained in land revenue
settlements throughout India, that no similar proposals were con-
tained in the legislation introduced or about to be introduced ou
the subject in other parts of India and that a careful examination
of the language used by the Joint Select Committee showed that
their support could not be claimed for the proposal.
A Bill revised in accordance with the views of the Government
of India was published in February 1927 inviting public criticism.
This Bill omits the provisions regarding the fixing of rates of
assessment by the Legislative Council .and is not in essentials
different from the Bill as rejected in 1924.
The communications received by the Government on the JraJt.
Bill were all hostile, and the Bill was further niibjected to adverse
criticism both in the Press and in the Legislative Council. The
principal objections were that the Bill did not contain a provision
for a permanent settlement and that it did .not give any power to
the Legislative Council to sanction or reject proposals relating to
the imposition of an increased assessment.
At the budget meeting of _the Legislative Council in March
1927, the discussion of motions to reduce the allotment in the
budget for "Survey and settlement" was the occasion for a debate
on the introduction of a Land Revenue. Settlement Bill. The
views expressed in the Legislative Council show' clearly that the
Legislative Qouncil will not pass any legislation of this nature,
unless it contains a provision giving power to the Legislative
Council to sanction taxation proposals. His Excellency the
Governor in Council has therefore been compelled to the conclu-
sion that it would be futile to proceed with the introduction of
the Bill and is of opinion that it is not desirable at present to
make any further attempt to give statutory form to the rules and
orders that regulate the revision of land revenue' nsw^Bmento in
ryotwan tracts in the Presidency,